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liSTBlCf ^ 

^wo eapitical stadiek tfere condsctad in ladiana to 
ascertain the types of fcontrifcntieni residents of aaall tpins and / . 

j;gg^^^^ ea j_ feel thei r^ 

Hiell^^e^ fig - a sd^^tB^eter si^e-^e^-Se^gfee^ 

are ceiparafcle afflong elderlf and ^wnger r€tal and urban residents* 
An J*igJ[i¥3^m8^^ 

in a qaeitionnaire/sarTey in which respondents were asked to rate^ the 
value of certain coiianity attribntes* Batings ware then factor ' 

ilts 
groups 

locked to their saall towns and ryral coamunitles to prOYida 3 
functional personal relations cproziffiity of friends and relatives I ^ 
iiatirtenanee "f jobsr sbQPPl^f 



i, aaaly^ed' by principal cosEonent-variffia% rotation procedures 
^ 'of^t^e first study inaiciteT^that Hlth d?er^65 and Wder -65 group 



In larger coamunities, however , the groups differed as to which 
coiaunity attribute? contributed vto the three functians named above, 
Eesults cf the second study Indicated that both over-60 and under-6a 
^ag^groe ps^found-- sa t is f ac^iofr-* it*-«a 4 n*etmnee™att ri bm^es^n d 
personal relations attributes. In neither groups however, was the' 
farsonal develcpaent area unigualy predictive of comffiunity 
satisfaction, 

under-60 groups feund satisfaction in the recneationgi facilities 
attrifcutes but the over-ftO groups did not* Ampliations for future 
research vere deemed/ many and varied, CAN) . 
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-,*v^^-:^^^f "^'^.^ ' Blake • and - Joseph . F.; PomV^y^T ., * 

^ '^"^ -j., 'f y ^ of Afrieultural Eam^Jcr ^ / , ;^ . 

' " ? - . - ' - ' Z- -'^ - j 

- V^^^^;^ to pneU siAJecttve wall^^^^;^ 

/^^ ^Aft^s/dg^ a coEnmmity^ will perto To, ^ ^ : . 



[ ;6uraVfor MehT^hctloii? Arfe thMe ;funcEl©ai aOTptrablt aasag various 

tesweri W thei© ques t ioft^^^ ; > 

^haqf aVical reiponil^ . lllostrrit sueh intsmatiajWi^oul auggest hoi^ 

loeaV«ftvl€e deliviry m^Btem fmn be midt r^po^slTe Jto. the;^ 

to b#\^eirEparatW Into "a particular servic# 4altvg^ system a^^^^^ ^ 
identity bases public support for or Tesiatandt* to a specific serviee 

r: ffi y pff ttcular ™ ^ 

tstablisliing more seaningful methods for :Mnitertog /social ; 
Aseriean society. As aotetf by Rossi (1972) ^ for ©hs, dev^lbpimat ot v 

---saciaHad ica tors -o f -the ijual tty^o f i ife -found-ii^ABJtrie^ 

has enoduntered a major obstaclp, A viable syatira of social ind lea torf J 
muar iaco^orate co^msnity attributes directly pertinent -^tp residents * 

^ iiel.l*bel^*_ Ye t at ^preient . aa^^^ftjigrageJ theoretieal^jTMawprk dis^ _ 
tinguishing between the sore and the -less relevant comttsn^qr f eatures^is, 
lacking. ^ — ^ — ~ — ^ — — ' 7"-"^ j' ' " '^^ ^ . *" " — ^"'_/ — — ^-^^^^ 

Oa a more theoretical level, answers to these questions wouW facil* 
itate understanding the rol^ of local'' services , factllties p and other \ 

"^^TFtiWOTes^rg^swrirra^^^^^ 

Goody^ 1977; Rojeck, Clemente, and Sumisrtf, 1975) and in migration pre!-' 
erencfsCe^g,, Ryan, Beaulieu, arid Bla^^ 1976| FuguitC and Zuiches, 1975 | 
2ul^bea+ ^ia7zi^ ^ . GiveA^^ 

contrltfutionf res^ afc'tifiWutea of thfe residenCial cofflmunlty mke': 

to their subjectiv#ball-bei^, many investigationsVof these issttei. / ^ 
neeesaarlly have bean somewhat 'atheoretical or ad hoc in nature.^ Answers 
to the above questtens i^thtoy i^ld particular ^^ttributes that - 

could be as3ocla$ed with coomunlty satisfaction ot migration pre fBrences 
and also suggest tht bases for those assdciations^ ^ ** ; 

This report examines the contributions; which resiaerits of small towns 
and rural areas see their residential cemunity can pet fora for th^^^ 
Jective well-being, and considers the degree these contrlbu^oni ara com* 
-^par4ibte^iiong--#ld»rly-OTd^ounger residpnts. In merAje^^^^urrent ffilfe 
retieal Approaches to 6ub|dctive wclUbctng are revised in termi d£ their 
appllcflblllty tb this itfauc. TOon on "Individual luv^l ptfrcelvod' community ^ 
. functiona" approach is described . 'Two empirical studies based on this ' . 
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1^ c v^ 



" Itf^tlii^s^ a ffouyth pereelved 
• asrt reiideots, and est^yf^ 

-ytew fiiM t Iras to • £ V Wua la ^ s it: 



" 4ynmlefa ci £ r Id ci it ^ a t cunKiyn 1 1 y a* » v ir y nmi.^ nl^ j^^^ ^ ^ polfits^'of 

ttlDMy^l^^^^^ tb^y do^not attempt t# bridga the g|p^b€tWten 

thm p^r^mpi^ indl^vlduals and ^[ttsjbuCa of the telidmtlal 




---■If 



tdeaJtifler^ three iiicli fcaetlrof of^ 
lla^lty^ Between elderly aod yeufigfer'. 
fiiiitt 1gm>» OTd^ Iny es Mga tes ^whe^ei^^ - 
ilarger coOTsunltiw dliplay fynctionr 
ler ammiQiCles, The teeoQd study 
, tracei differences between tldarly* 
he relatfve aontributian ef.theie * 
M with their preaeiit aamynlty • 




on ayyjocltve. ^beirig and od' th e ' 



: ^ l^^k^^i^i^vmt'^Mp^tjo^:^ SMb t Ivt ..wiHrbel^ J.il . f tpati^ ta :J.dent 1^ 
^ vartaua dbmaini;-^^ and then to eattaate the 

M|ationshlp of eoo/^ea^rtent with these* demina^ ^ ave^a|l subjective well-^ 
w f Wg-fir fl f f a |rtn ii^ith jartteular envitoOTeiif $ * , Tha ltfma aOTipriaing 
^ - r a ^%ma in lS$y Se 3 e f ineB^ a^ pfiBrf BrT *c ani ep t ua 1" g r aund i ^ a * g * , t^ el as a i f i« 
L^Sstlan of ar 
jEii^lri^ a^ factqi^lngj^eqhnlq e.g,, . 

Andrew shd^ Trnfmr-to 
critical ■^jafe S e^lti^^^i*e evtnta oggyrinsL Iro Qne*a li ft that. are seen by 
individuali as substantially et^aneirig or Icfeei^ing their ens e /a f well- 
being (Fianagan, '1978) * /Along ^^^lar lines^ W^^trefiful life evfcnts 
iu^ as ' dep rea 9 lon-f^ marriage at'^ daath of a tpouse ^hat cdti potentially ' 

^1965; Cohatantinep Braupg ^nd Da^ls 1973) / Zzicludad also are satisfaction^^ 
wLth pfrtleular candltians experlence^by tHe- individual *which are specified 

^ in trans^situatianal terms such ^as iatii|ftfctian with, ane 's standard af 

* rli5Plw; (^^fLT Medley^ ;lf 7^ or hei^ith^ 

satilsfa^tlpn with one's perfarmance In a role Mich as warker (e.g,| Caspbell^ 
Caaverit^ jhd Radgers s 1976) j vsatisfactiOT with- the tenar af Troe's relatian- 
ship with significant clthers^such as spouse or chfldreit (e,g/, \^drews and 

' Wlthey7ri976^7 a 

rife (Cantril, 1965). , ^ ^ ^ * " 

^Althaugh tht^ ''eis|rettencl do^ains".appraa€h has Seen very useful^ in ' 
*ather contexts, 1^. carina C by itself clarify the lasue of which fund tlans 
lndiy£duals see attributes af the local residential comunlty can perfarm 
' far t^eir subjecti*ve well-being. The principal obstacle is the lack of 
— d tfeet^^weapaitdeo^^^eWeettT*^ 

life dmnalns as specified in terms a,f "experiences," 



A clear 

if that Of InCerpersonal relationships,* An^xpcrlcnM demain^osited-by 
investigators (e^g*, Mdrews ^d Withey, 1974) pertains to the felt adequacy 

■ . r : . ....... ..... . , . ^ 
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of onels :fW|atidQship with f aml^ »€^^^S7 ; Sttictly iped^lAgp 

the te^ofc' ©^ one's ralatienshipa siMulfilllag^^^ Is not mn 

attcibutdift^ a reaction to 

mn atirl^u ft r Spat lal f requeniy ttf eootact ~ 

vich Bmh simlfteaot others vould M- attributes af the ^xtra^psrsonai en* 
virMSMQ^* ^Woxtaity or; cootaet do not aecepsarily Iftdieate that thosa^ 
TalatloQshlps^will be close or aatlsftftng, ProKmity snd eontact may 
i^cilltmt^ tha 'development of cloi^ priw^ ttss ,g . , Athanaslou . ^ad ^ ^ 
Sfeshioka^ 1973; Fe rt Inge r , Sehach t4g. 'and Baek^ 1950) and may be-eipfctilly 
iaportant to Mlntaia fioolal ties IHig^the el^rly <e.g» , Hahenw amd - 
l.awtoa, 1975). Yet frfe^ti^ncy p£ tnfora friaads mai relatlv^is 

and more formal part ieipitlon^^^^^^ clubs^do not inevitably preclnde 

1968)* Intaraction wlth^ ilgnlgiean^ ^^^^P^K iniCiMc^y^ir close 

-litm experience aid environtofl^^ ajt|rlbute paradigms precluded aniir direet 
generalization frpw the- fot^er to thiiWatter. A residmtial cdEmunity 
environment gum environment ^ust faU specified In ter^ of extra^rather than 



A^secoijd , ahi distinctly different , /approach ii that of system or com- 
jmmUy^ltvel fun^ti(ms 1956- Pirsons , IfSqi H«ren, 1963Xv. 

'^eoretlcally ; In order to remain viable as an organized iystra residential 
Wiimml t lea, ini tit ut Ions ^ and other foms of social organisation must ensure 
the performance of certain functions* If a residential community Is to^con- 

postog. thafc comunity must provide \a framework of n^EASjaad r^es of behavior 
must ensure that particular activities occur ^ and inWner ways behave so as 
to provide <or the- conWnulty of M An e^mpla is Wajren-s :(W43 

hypoth esized "social izat ion functtgni sogie means must be developed to ensure 
thit children and other hew rerweAts internalize the dictates and norms of 
tiie local culture if that coSi^nlty system la to survive tht demise of the 
present generation of resldcn 



There is a major difficulty in directly applying this approach to Iden- 
t-ifylng^the contributions to^ suiisjeetive well-being which residents antlcl^te 
a coamunlty will perform for th^>i# Current thaoriei raploylng this "coamunlt 
level syttem" functions" par how ithe^prerequlsltes for a ^ 

viable c^ianunlt/ system are rtlated^ to; jhe neids^ of Individual resl^nts. 
The welfare of * Individuals tn^ a coHnunityQ system cannot be underitood by i ; 
attending solely to the maintenance requirements of the conmuinlty as a Supra- 
IWlvldual system <cf. Kereerri956). As Gerlon noted*(1976), to solva the 
ancient problem of balancing the* god of the individual and the good of 
society as a wtiole^r one should assess the patter^ of interaction between In- 
dividuals and fihe environment . Buyond considering individual quality of 
life In coOTunal tarEiS , one must also *defina system or comunal quality of 
llf-e In individual terms, ' v - ; 



\ Y et^pothgr^cuCTent^ppYqach^afH^e-^^beled— a-%p^ 

attribute" perspective. In this model , the contribution or rolp of specific 
services or facilities, is cstlrrw.^d from the associntlon betwetBL indlcef of ^ 

> subject Ivp wcli-^beini and the-qunlity /quantity of an attribute/ In the-' 



;t! *t *ttidy partWular ^ainBualty ittrlbutM mim selected a»l m«|i§ur€i of 

K ^ ^^t^l 'wi^ttlon of t;hbs€ attrtbutes (a-g, , Gille, Govav an* MeatrsOTp , 

M^&# subjective well-being if giugetf eith#r in ob^ctiva tarns sueh as 
i : reiidiviiin asionf aental patieata* (Smith, If 77) ho^cidt rates .<Bo6th%aBd WiUh, 
• ; W73), or^her forms.af tndivi|ij^i* partiology (e.g. ,%GalIe , et al , 1 I972);^0r 
- J; iMi^terj audk^ M ha^pUef t (e,g« , 

Bradburn^r^ t^plovltz, 1^65) overail llfe^aacisfaet^an (e,g*, Zeh|^r, 1977), 
" V Qt^ati^fmetioh ifltti ooe'rf co^inlby envlron^Mt in toco (e,g. .'Gdudy* 1977). 
#^ Ata^attympt to Id^ntlfi thy uhlquu j^onrrlbution a ^iven 

# N ^attVibute or^t of attrl^te^ ^ake to ^bluctlve %#e|L-being, 

^ MthougH ^hl^ approach has been quite valuable in identifying tljicages ~ 

L •b®W^n-V^i«>W iubjaetive stat^ an^ the external environment, 

*V three G^licati§n^ prtclpdey.tf^^^ the queitioM pqied t 

^ / here* tt'a f irs^ tw are procWural lasueT't^ the bulX oPpast 

Jtudiei UB^tg tfili isodel iquivpcil '^hen appli^^to ^he current questioni^ 
vhlle the , third 'prafaleo is Inherent In the mo^fr^dtsalf . TOe first probtanw 



; availability of the attribute in the #^ie.0f conmjni ties inve«igated- 

Liaited variatj^6n in'an at^ribut^ Teadily. leas ts isndfMStimatei of Nft / ^ 
^^^nt't of that a 1 1 r Ibu t eV^ Ari ©bvious jparadok Is t Jiat the fcpartance of 
^ ffiose attributes truly funflamental t% iurvlval of a MCTmmity arid* its 
J residents (epg. , ^rovisioa for 'at least. some emergency medical asslstaneai 
.^™'^a|lo3^eQt-©r qthe — 
diii to riatricted variability (ef. Strumpels 1974). If partlcular/attrl* 
. butea ^are aatually easentlarto tht maintentnee of a resident ifi^ cortinityV * 

* ^^itf^a^l e of 1' live eomtm i ties by dafiait ton w*ld »nlaii^ very fiew^in — ' 

; lifaich these ^ttr^butea were nqpexis tone er sferigualy ma Hunet ion tog ^ On 
the QcKe^TiTmd j m lieu oi an esca&iisried theortetlcal paradigm an attribute, 
can bf misapecifled and the^ importance of . thatittrlbute eaA e^aslly ^,be^ 
ovef estimated. This may ocoiiff with objectively defined attributes j^hea an 

^"intriristga^ly uaiiggortant-\a is \reljpted "(_auch as by . a ^otMon ^ ' • _ 

™™^ditlv^^y^¥y^ 

i included iri^the an^^j^is. Overestlmatei may.be espe'clally t^uble some when 
the condition or /availability *of an attribute *it l^fjc^ Itl more lubjectlve 
^ ^ Jterai. sucto'^ i 

betii?een satisfa^ion with ao'fftftribute 'and overall iubjecti've weir^being die 
tO' the forrot determining th^lat^er?' Or la'^^the assoe^tion a function o^t 
. the well kndwn halo effpet (if. Guilford, 19^) occurjq^g wheq the evaluation 
^ ^ . of »aJa , life ^or of the ^mnunity* aa- a whole colors on© '=s reactions -*to age- / ~ 
•^ific parJEs^of tha^ ^hole? These considerations suggest that any Inves tigaSLon 
bas^^ hfeavily upon the »aetual vaf^bility in the/ conftition or iavailabiHty of 
apeoiflG attributes may* potentiaHy oiaeitj^te the "funefrlofcor cdntr£butioiW|^ 
played by coEBiunlty attributes. What is needed is a measiteS^hat is As fri#^ 
as poS8ible^rom-\he actual condlti©*-of those 4ocal comunities ineludfd in ^* 
the study. Tor example, an analysis based upon individuals' satlsfaation V 
with th^ cu rrent condition of locjl ittributes would be less acg-fp JEabIe% 
than an analysis assessing one's pr^erences for having particular at^ibutes 
in any comunity in which one ralfcht liva. * ^ • 

''A second con^licatlon in applyi^ng previbys investlgptions to ^he jgrfs Jnt^ ; 

, : _ ■ — . 
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qu^tleas^ pertaini to manyi but certa^aly not t@ -all (e.g., Roje^, mt il** ^ 
lSiSiGmf^^l977} pmBtMt%^iMS* Itoltiple regress ion or. othWst^^^^ 
tjec^iquM have bean usad to usesa the uiB.que centrlbutlM bxtiingle actri- ^ 
r Kites Ca^w ^StSipret is l^t^ 

^ the hypQtbesiied Ce,g,% Clark, 197^; Wao^^, lt63) multlfynctlonal aad sub- ' 
, stitut^ble nature of coi^untty alrributes* A ilofle serviae or Qther attr^* 
byte mmy pl^;a variety of rolei , mmy MkeHMr% than a single pontributlcp • 
^ to residents^ v welfar^ z^or exi^lej tbe^sehqol jiyst^ c#n pipyide &r the ^ ' 
^•oclallsatloQ of the yorag (Warren, |963)> yet *it say ty^ieally be seen by 
the;pybltc Vs basically job t^alcffng (ffmpbell ^ a^erMa, lf64)ri rnrth 
numerous atCributts may be addressed ^to the ^ same imder lying fimctiitt. or con- 
tribution. Illustratively J movles/p*ka, swimlnf pools and other such ^ 

llmltfe CChrlscensen and testing, 1978,; Tins ley, Bark^tt, and ass, 1977), 
resl^nts may^ percety^ Any of these as substltutable or e^^lementa^ 
(#,g,, Christense© and letting, 1978;^Heyersohn, 1972 k O'Leary, Fields and 
Schreyder, lf74).f ^ " . ' ' ^ t' 

For ^hese reasons , j^o would -Isugges t thatf oomunlty rtjnctlons psay* be 
^^"=^ffiiSM€raife4"W 

^attrl^ytes than^tn residents' unique, reaetions.to a ipeclfic service or 
faeility* ^erationallyi^ the^ commonality among percepci^ns of various 
^ attributes e^^imated by a faeVor or cloater analyils aay^h# a mo^ eailljt 
* ' interpreted firfex of a peroeived contribution to yell-bging than ^e reactions 
to a singLe attribute or to that aspect of a^sl^le attribyte not share| with 
^^^.^^^ 

.cafe of the now traditional rationale *for the use^of^ composite indicators of^ 
social^Vell-b^ing <e.g. , Smith, 1973) airi for the use of multiple Item in- 
„ jii€ators„.of^ individuals L attitudej. C^ j Munnallyj •ISfiZ)*^ *i 



the third^SndTaaTi^^irie obstacle is that ttfc m^del dc 



consider parcaived eontrlbutioni . When the availability or condition of 
CCTKauntcy attributes is measured objectively , there Is no guarantee that 
individuals' Judgements wlli be cossLs^tent with theso states (i,g., d'lribsrne-^ 
^'™T974X^™^Ev¥h^rr^uc^^nb^ 

betWuen the aVal iabllLy/eoiidit Lun ul an atLrlbuty and and -a subject Ivo well- ^ 
being rfoas hot indicate which of mahy ^possible functions residents see that 
Jlttrib^te. to play* ^j/^ou^ indlcet of res^^de^t satis fae^io or other Mre 
iybjlc^lve measures l^a quality/quantity- of ' an atcrlbute may avoid the ^ 
formed difficulties, they do not necessarily avoid the latter* 

' • [ - - M / _ ■ • -'^ . : .: 

A fourtK approach worthy oft note is the "social ecological" paradigm - 
developed by Moos and associates (Insel and Moos, 1974* a and b; >|o©s, 1973, 
1974; Mpgs and Insel, 197^4)% Correctional institutions , .unlve^|ties , 
hospital wards' and other human envlroninencs vary on particular psychosocial 
dimensions representing the tenor of the person-milieu InCtractionS within 
%those environmenc's, A series of ithesa "social climate" dimans tons have 
beej^poitutatad , Foraxampla, "poor cohesion" refers to the degree, to ' 
=whfch— tnd tvldua lg-perMiva-*hat^h 



"^them to provide fnutuai assistance* "Clarity" Is the extent* to which the 
, rules and policies governing that environinant are made explicit. The degree 



P dBt^i^ i^^'^^^*^!^- P that ii pflrtlcular climate eharacterlEas tbelr 

^«vlr©r^Qt" Is^asBoelstad.Wlch the levtl of well^^lng mnfmtimmM by thosa 
K todl^lduals Jfc f , and Hoc^^ JfTj^ a) ! For exaftple^ Caf fre^ (I96f )^ ^ \ 

pwt^mlfac€ of eoronary haart' disapte id tho^e 'envi^onpanta €har%ecerlEtd 
^ coi^at^lv# with a iensa of t^a utganey. , ^ 

- ^ lyfg^ ffpfr^^*^ Baieh tQ^MosTCftd It as a potet ol dtparture for^ In* 
wstlgatloni of th% ftmettons that Individuals see their reiid^tlal ©m- 
* . aamlty can perform for thoir iubjoctive well-being- It IdantifiSs a vtd© 
- range of salient features of a living cnviroMent* Its brMd acopo' may , 
-. theraby help to avoid the problcs noted by ,Goudy (197^ In his- rev^etf *sf 

*shoim an iia^eaislva eoncantrat ion upon tfie aM^emlc and physical attributes 
and a' cor res poising underes^hasls upon the mora social attributes of a 
co&unity/ Further p Ut;can be seen to occupy the middle grouni "between 
the approaches labeled (lare as *'cteQunlty^ ^vel system functions" and 
"ejiperifnce dcaaatas-' in that it focjises'^upon liwiividuals ' reacticftis to 
those attrlbiues ^of an^eaviroment ^ortaat to thalr well-being, la this 



*£or a workable theory of qurtlty o^f life*, aiat/ls, it eaphisliea patterns 
i'Of Interaccloii among 'people withia' a setting ^ patterns which both mold 
todlviduals aw t^ividua'ls an^ ^tot thel^ activities . ^\ 

addition^ wa should not^ that by cojicentratfing^iip'on clusters of features 
^that play a co^^n .role J It iBplicitly can tak<i tnto accouht the &ylti- 
fusa^ional-and-auba tltutable^ gature of #sviro naen tal.^^tt 

On the other hand , previous stjdles uslt^ the social ecological model 
canaot inswer „the_qyefctloM. ppse4^M First s „the_px«f St Auas^^ 
tafa to then^sy Indi^^tduals conceptuald^ze ^thelr residlinClail environment; 

[IKTew^THceptToniTTW^^ 
did not necessarily represent perceptual dimensions, ir%*, peripectives 
along which "indivldtials' cognitive their reiidantlal co^uhity dtfvlranmint . 
With soma no t^abl^ exceptions (e.g.. Stern, 1970) 'analyses of 
relevant to~^he individual '^^^^ a gl^ven ¥rivitoM 



have not vyified by direct e^lrtcal test the dMensional^ty of iadivldufla' 
perceptions of enviroraaental Mttrl^utas. It is possible that distinctlor^s 
4riiim by- the^investigatora aaion^ 

fi^i ^orrespoSd to the distinctions vlsualisad b^t^meABers, of that envircnment . 
F0r exafl^le, members may] hav| ^rcalved a smaller^ number of dimensions , . . " 
each containing a y^argerj nia^er of attributes, thaadld the InvCTt-igatora , 

Si^ond, in the socjal e^loglcal appro^i the number and tWl nature ^ 
of the subdimens ions composing a higher order dimension vary ra^mfwhat frOTi 
one itype^of enviroment to another, as do tha en^iflcal r^terents^ (operational 
definitions) of the-dlmensloM and subdlAensl^nS|. Illuitratlvaly , in dls- 
cuiaing the. "support" dljaen^on of ^social climate , Ins.el and Moos jCl974il8l- ^ 
182) note#^ * , . / * 

'Tor example, work environments ha^^a two distinctly dlffierent 
sopport elements. One element is called 'pear* cohesion' and 
accounts for the social and Intc^'rpc'riitinal 'relrf^lnpshlps that 
develop among tworfecfs and thulr ciiniJuncy to atldk -tdgutlier and 



heI|| Meh other, nie leco called 'sca£f supporc » ' \ 

# = • m^^mmtm f^r the d0|irec oT frie^^lp and ccCTQunlc^tlcm boCw€€Q 
• . ' n^ageacat ^nayfnagiiffignc puraoiyiai and cliy-uxtont Co which 
mnag^^QC encourage aod helpi nommanageaeat peraDimel. " 7h^€ 
'jr::..r-r_i.._..*£:-jMm.. elesti^a ideo^^ a dia tlo^tioa betweea pe^ supper t and : : 

' . suparvitor or staff support, ^to fiiyehlatrlc and correctional . - 

. « envlrdssanti ^. pear support .te^§ to narge with staff iiipport« ' 
^ In faettit'^ia difficult to find program whera thasa tw 
* ' airport va^riablii atm not correlated ^oilt'ively. Howtwr, in 
a .mrk anvCrraMht j ndimanage^iit j^^^ frequancly apaod 

' a graat daal of tima t^athari malnta^inlng a saparata factor * , ^ 

of coheaivaaass," . 

1977; Mpos 1976} the social ecological psradlgm has not b<sen applied to res^ 
Ideptial IcOTmunity enylronpenta* Hence j the di^enslonj hypotheiiz^ -to de^tj^be 
, /othar anvifonments may not directly apply^tq residential coacBUfiitiea . A similar 
question iCan be raised about the applieability of given dimensioni to sub^ 
populatims such as elderly residents of small communities* ^at a set of* 
anvir^ioiental attributes play a particular^rolef for the general public does not 
:^^^^#ttai^iy^^^lyjz^ 



In conclusion, current concepts cannot satisfactorily "answer the ques^ 
^^fona posed here r Bie foregoing considerations indicate ^that:;ji workable . 

approach would have several features. It would specify the reiidential 
^cqramnity envlromeat in terms of attributes external to the individual ^ 

rather-than as; intra*perional -<Aaracteristtcs or 

butas would potentially b^> interpretable as pertaining directly to the 
' well-being ^^f residents qy^ ihdividuals rather than solely to the 'Hiell- 
_ bel^'^ of jhe cgsmuni ft nuat b^ add^^^^ 

to* the individuals' perceptions of at£ribu^ei and specify the dimensionality 

Lop 



ahouid be^basad as little as possible ot# the actual availability/conditions 
or the^^actual organisation of local attrlbuteai Flhally, for sli^licity , 
of interpi^^tatidn^ a workable approach could consider clusters of attributea« 

An "Individual I-avel PgrQeived Co^amintty Funation"'Ap ^ . 

An '^Individual level perceived coOTunity function" (more iiiBplyj a 
••perceived function") is a type of costrtbutlon to aubjective welii^being 
for which members of a residential eoMaunity look to pariticular codlgunity 
attributes. A "functioft'J would ^e a sat of one or more interrelated needs 
(reinfoMements): that are met ^ (provided) through usage of particular attri- 
butes or simply* through the prescacd of those attrlbir'tes In tho conoiuntty, 
A '^perceived Cunctlun,'** In turnp would bo the apitlclpat ton by residents 
that a particular cpnf Iguraclon of rieeds/reinforcements would be addrassed ^ 
hy a set of one or more attributes of the con^unity envlroi^eat. 



CoBTOinity functions 'Should be Identifiable ' In residents' preferences - 
^er or demands to have particular properties available to them In a m 
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rMldanclal CCTQUQlty. More spectflcally , the potential sailtifmietional 
and siAstltutable pature of a function suggests thar a funetioct' should 
. fra TO^e lnt«pretable %AeQ leen la the covariance meng attribute\^^prefecences 
than Ifi the p r e f e r en ce for a s ing l^e "a 1 1 r lb u t e * For ex mwp 10 , it be d 1 f * ~ 
^ fleult to Interpret residents V beliefg that havi^ Indoo* e^tertalnatot * * 
faeillties available ia*t»portant to their welfare. Does such a preference 
Indicate the existence of a recreation funetlon? Is It a fora ©f desire 
■ ^ . for a healthy ecom^^ base^ c^^axable in part to the .production/djLstrlbutlen/ ^ 
^ caBSUE^tton -iunctlon of "Warren (1963)? Thm value .residents ascribe to indoor 
entertaiis^nt facilities 'might "be TOre feadily understood If it were Imown 
tha^ such a preference correlated highly with the values individuals see in 
having access to parks and o^nr outd'oot recreatlinal facilities ov In the \# , ' 
-.-^ -^-availahili ff|^ facrnr^^-^-^ - — 

SBalytic terms) among theie attribute preferences might well be ^ clearer 
index of ^a pmrcetved^ Recreation function than Is the preference for any 
one of these attributes « ' 

Which perceived fuTCtlons characterise the orientations of small town ^ 
and rural resident^ to their coraroinities? Based on the ioclal ecological 
-=^"^ii^fMcK^F1f^# 

, "Welgl, and Perloff (1975)* four such functions could be hypothesized. The 
first dimension,* "pgrsonal^r&latlonshlp" pertains to attributes indicative 
of the potential for residentf to provide affective support for each other* 
An Illustrative attribute would be proximity to. close persortai friends, A 
second perceived function would be '^maintenance and change," Her© would 
r ^ be Che attributes as employment ^opportunltlef and th^presTOC^of ~ ^^^^^-^^ 

shopping facilities providing for Che long term survival of the comunlty 
and of its cohstituent members. 



The third perceived f unction , ^"pers onal development^" Is analogous to 

that conceived by Moos and corieagues , It refers to attributes (e,g,, 

•adult education classes) which provide opportunities for personat growth 
aod self^riallzatlon. The final dimension iMy be labeled ''recreation^" 

^In that It focludes attributes ^Ich pernt t a per i<mjQ^ experience variety » 

*tQ t^erienee s or relixationT^^^©^^ other ways provlHe for the ~ 

entertainment of residents. The distlnctldr^^between the peraonal develop* j 
mant and recreation functions may be ^ bit fines In that particular com- 
mQit^ attributes such as the presence of maeums^ or the availability of 
craft clubs may be releviint* to both functions. A given leisure activity 
can be a source of self-worth or self-respect, a locus for social partlc* 
ipation (l,e,, a place to matte friends), a source of status or prestige, 
an entry to new experiences y; a way to pass tlmei etc, (Haviphurst, 1972 a; 
Heyeijsohn, 1972), On the other hand, the distinction between the two may 
be meaningful. Hot only may individuals distinguish between the twg In ^ 
*the roles they see community attributes to play, but also the twd^may 
differ In the magnitude of the*ir contributions to the adequacy of the ^ 
residential eorasunlty environment. That is. Individuals may see opportunities 
or evenfcs providing e^jcltement, entertainment, relaxation, or similar^. ex- , 
pmrimnMm p^rtii^ttt f^f^^i-fon cnnyaunity attributflg as different faom 
creative ij^f expression, enhancement of skills, or Gomparable experiences 
pertinent tS comunity attributes we term personal 'development (e,g,, todrews 
and Witheyp 1976; tlnslcy, Barrett, and Kass 4 1977). If people differentiate 
between the two i^alms of experience they'may posslblydistinguish also 



%mtvmmn cosiBinlty atMlbufces directly part Inant fcb those rtalas of eMpetienM^: 
*^rth«| the l^lieatldnt of tht two My b# difftrent for Teiidents* welfare • 
J*, z:,^ Ihlls s JVM^ mis^^ while r _ 

asny find relaxatlott attractive ^relative sull nu^Or ihoXild "be sgeklng 
opportuQitles for self reollzatlon (a^gVv Msalow, 1962 ; Hitchcll / LogQthettli ^ 
and KanCor, lf71)* Heaee^ in the general populace recreation attrlbucei My 
play a larger role than do perfonal development opportunities In detennlnijlg 
the adequacy of the c^^Mnlty eSi^^ omen t. In the final toalyals, however^ • - 
the djitiaction between.a recreation and a perional development functiOQ Is 
aci ^ipirleafe quest ion yet to be aofwered by e^lrleal researcfe,^ 

^ * ^at four pewelved funetloag are ai^^tpated to cha^racterlze the , ^ 

^ Is^ly that In all ^o^inlclea four and only four unique perceptual dimensions 
e<aposedHof estaetly the smm c^minlty attr^utes w^l »erge to resj^dents* 
valviations/ Rather * we would spt^ulate that theie four dirotniloni wauld 
be general across comunlt£ai« In a given comunity envirorment^ lubdlmeniions ' 
* of th^ four may^^merge^ but We would anticipate that these aubdimeniloni would 
tend tq^ cluster Into the '^asic" four functions outlined above* Further, the 

the residents withiii th^ comAilties in question. For examplej consider long 
tem residents of cooraunltles heavily dependent upon tourism for their economic 
vitality* Will such people consider parks, movie theaters, and other rec* 
reatlonal facilities as relevant to a maintenance function rather than sis^ly 
' to recreation per se? Consisttnt with the. application of a social ecological 

paridigm W other eh'^lroiSehW (eVg^,* In ; Moos and Browns telnv T 

1977), then, we wot/ld expect trfat these four "basic" dlmenslohs would hold across 
various reaidential comsunlty environments • The specific attributes composing 
* ' a given dimension and the existence of any subdlmenslons within that dtmensiottr - 
^ najpypFj may vary ?nmp"h^f frnrrf nne type of com unltv to another; 

' While ^a given set of perceived functions may l^e seen as characteristic : 
of .the general resident population, there may be differences among subpopulatlotts 
_ £p ^ iy^d-^f unc^ ion 

strengths of the relevant needs /reinforcements m|y vary across subpopulatlons , For 
example, a younger person confronted with establishing a family and developing 
a set of specific 'occupational skills > may Identify 's. dMferent set of com* 
munity attribute functionS than an older person who may be In the p ^ 
adjusting to retirement and the departure of children from the home (Atchley,^ 
1977 l88). Another source of subpopulation differences might be variations 
in^the extent tP. which grgups look JO the local residential comunlty to 
' meet these needs ,^ For example ^ thoee more mobile geographically or occupa^ 
' tlonally may look more to professional groups or to other such sources rather 
than simply to the Inmedlatg rysldential coRWunlty for satisfaction of many 
needs (e.g., Lawton and Hahumow, 1973 ; Rbdgers ; 1977). SubpopuLatlon dif- 
ferences may be particularly likely when a subpopulation is Isolated^ from 
the general populace* When a subpopulation la integrated into the larger 
social network of the consnunity, the informal^^prea'surea toward conformity 
arising from frequent interaction with othe^p(JiiS3 ff^T^^ . 
\nformatlon base may tend to counteract the influence of those factors 
generating id lasyhcratlc views of comunity attributei. The above con- 
ctptuallzafcfcii of perceived eoroiunlty functions is based upon the general 
social ecology paradigm. Although three of the four hypothesized functions 
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are ^Inlljir to the three dimensions consid ered b y Mooy and assoclatea, the 
present approach dtfferi from previous applications of the paraaigm In ■ 
several Important ways. The principal differences are that perceived 
functions pertain ipeclCi^ally to the reaiderttfril conrBnunity GftvironiAent , 
are spectfled solely in tOQ|p of extra-personal chacacterls tlca of that 
environment, and are positlT as unique perceptual dimensions In the eyes 
of members of thatVenviroMentp % 



STUDY 1 # 

The principal purpose of Study 1 was to verify the existence of three 
of the perceived functions described above in the orientations of the more 
elderly (over 65 years of ag^) and' the younger <under 65) Festdenti of small 
towns attd* rural areas. Administrative factors precluded' testing for a 
separate personal developmeht dimension. However, one additional attribute, 
opportuntrles for participation in public af f alri , was Included to see if 
generational differences would ^erge In an attribute relevant to one's ^ 
rol# in the larger conmunlty (cf» flanagans 1978)* Secondarily, the^ study 
Intended to assess whether comparable functions would characterize the . 
orlentktlons of the two age groups living in more urban consnui^ltles of 10,000 
fn Sn^nnn pnpnlarfnn L , . 

Am Indicated by Blake, at al^ , (1975), the maintenance fuoctton should . 
be Identifiable in reeideot orientations toward medical services, eroployaent 
opportunities, the educational system, and access to stores and buslneises* 
The personal relationship area would be refl^ected In Individuals' values 
toward proximity to one's friends and to relatives. Outdobr recreation 
Opportynltles , indoor entertaimnent facilities, and social clubs or organ!- 
latlons would be pertinent to the recreation function. 

It was expected that the orientations of elderly residents vould cor- 
respond closely to those of younger residents in small towns and rural areas* 
Compared tb more urban areas, in sinall towns and rural areas the elderly 
are more thaTOUghly Integrated into the formal organizations and informal 
social networks of the larger coEinunlty (cf, Lawton, 1977) Although not 
necessaflly having more contact with one's own children and other relatives 
(Bultena, 1969; Youmans , 1963), the elderly in small town and rural areas 
may have more informal social Interaction with friends and neighbors than 
do the urban elderly (Bultena, 1969; Powers, Keith, and Goudy, 1975;, Schoolerp 
1970; Youman, 1963). The greater Interaction in small consnunltles^ is not 
limited to Interactions to age peers but .includes more cross generattonal 
relationships (Langford, 1962)* In larger eoainunlt tes^such cross generational 
ties may be hindered by age segregated housing patterip found there (Kennedy 
and deJong, 19 ) . ' 

It was predicted, then, that in smaller tows and "rural areas the, views 
of the elderly Would coincide with the views of the younger realdjpnts In 
that both age groups would display the three perceived functions of malnte-, 
nance, personal relations, and recreation* In larger communities, the. views 
of the elderly would diverge from the three dimenstonal pattern found among 
younger residents. 
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RsapQndentg # / ' 

A quasC lonnalre was mallod to. a stratified random sample of 8,037 
Indiana heads q£ households drawn froni a comprehensive listing of auto^ 
mobile registrants. Elimination, of those vhq were deceased or who could 
not be contactfed by .mail 'reduced the sample to 7,558 eligible respondents* 
Of these 71% (5,365) returned the questionnaire durtng one of the four 
waves of the survey. Rejection for failure to provide usable responses 
Co all reLevant questions further rbduced the sample to 4,6I9» From thes€| 
3,451 were chosen for* study, ^e principal sample was those 65 years or 
more ,(n 284), and those under 65 tri ^ 1997) living in cocmunities of 
under 10,000 pqpulatlbns A compnr lnon namplu Includu thoHu over 65 (n ■ 112) 
and those undur 65 (n ■ 1,058) livlnp. In urban communities of lO^OOO to 
50,000 ruslUetita. * - . ' - 



Measures 



Respondents rated the value of^TO community attributes v^ i,e* , the 

iigportance of having each attribute In the '*city or town in or neaf which 

they would most like to Itveu" Each attribute was rated on a 4^poinC' scale 
ranging, from 'Hindes Irable" (1) to "esserftlar' (4), The attributes werei 
aX nearness to relatives, b) entertalmnent faeilities (e.g*, theaters), 
c) educkclonal^ system, * d) clubs and organisations t^o jotn, e) medical cartp 
f) stores and businesses, g) nVarness to present friends , h) outdoor rec- r 
Teatlon, 1) availability of employrnent, and J) opportunity, for participation 
in publte affalra. Individuals ^also reported the population size of their . 
. present community Cunder 2 ,500; 2 ,500-10,000; 10 ,0O0-5Q»Q0O; 50, 000- 150, 000 | 
. ISO ^000-SOOrOOO \ ^r^over 500,000) t their age p^..and cthsr jLoaio-edoncmte_^_ ^ J / 
characteristics* 



Results 

Ratings of attribute values were converted to scores of 1 to 4| higher 
scores reflected greater judged desirability of an attribute. Separately 
for each of the four eubaamples, ratings were factor analyzed by principal 
component- varimax rotation procedures (cf* Harman, I960)* In each sub- 
sample three orthogonal components were extracted with eigenvalues greater 
than 4.00. Rotation to the varimax criter(.on ylGlded the factor matrices 
displayed in Tables 1 and 2, ' * 

As shown in Table 1, the attribute values of those llviqg in small 
comaunities reflected the three dimensions idenclf^W Blake, Welgl, 
and Perloff (1975).—' The, anticipated mathtenance , ^entertainment , and 
personal relations dimensions^ were factors 1, 2, and 3, respectively among 
younger respondents, and faatora 2, 1, and 3, respectLvely among older 
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Table I 



Factor Loadings of the Two Age Groups in Small Conttaunitlesi Study 1 



• 










ConiBuntty Size 










Comunlty 
■ Aetvibutes 


Factor 
1 


Factor 

2 


Under 65 
Factor 
3 


h 


X 


Factor 
1 


Over 
Factor 
2 


65 

Factor 
3 


■ 

h 




RtlaClvea 


-.006 


.038 


.785 


.618- 


2.46 


.074 


.068 


.831 


.700 


2.77 




*216 


.672 


.043 


.501 


2.53 


.681 


.263 


.173 


.563 


2.40 


Schawls' 


.577 




AAA 


Am 

. H JLW 


3 . 58 


.262 


J 634 


- .073 


.474 


3 .35 






















Organlzat Ions 


.067 


.730 


.141 


.557 

$ 


2.28 


.843 


.089 


.025 


.719 


2.43 


Mid leal 


' .784 


.133 


.022 


.634 


3.56 


.079 


.744 


.150 


.583 . 


3.47 


SCorea 


.637 - 


.180 


.196 


.477 


2.98 


.342 


.580 


.235 


.509 


3.09 


friends 


.104r 


.059 


.778 




2.71: 


-.013 


. 148 


. .804 


.669 


2.94 




.121- 


.565 


-.022 


.334 


2.96 


.041 


.583 


.127 


.357 


3.00 


* 

.Outdoor Rgcreaclon 


.209 


.639 


.010 ' 


.452 


2.86 


.743 


.190 


-.086 


.596 


2.68 


Employment 


.759 


.106 


.026 


.587, 


3.40 


.178 


.703 


.021 


.527 


3.25 


Etgenvalue 


2.874 


1.231 


1.084 






3.244 


1.413 


1.041 






Total Variance 


28.77. 


12.37. 


10 . 87. 






32.47. 


14 . 17. 


10.4% 
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respond eh ti * Comparison of the two age groups reveals that the two are 
highly fcon^arable In all resipeGti but one, participation in publie affairs. 
Older individuals saw fuch opportunities as akin to attributes providing 

sons saw^ participation tn the same light as the reereational opportunities 
offered by the eoronunity. ' 

Were younger and older residents eoiBparable In more urban locales? 
Table 2 cjfarly indicates that the two were pot. The three basic dimensions 
of Blake^ at al^ ^ emerged among younger respondents*! Factor 1, correapondini 
to the maintenance funcclons was composed of schools, medicaipfacilitles , 
stores i and employment. Factor 2, riflecting the recrerftioTr^ealm, was 
formed of entertainment facilities , club^^ and organizations, and outdoor 
recreation* .Factor 3 pe ajM kned to nearness to friends and to relatives and 
was the expected persona iMllat ions diminslon. Participation in public \ 
affairs was loaded somewhat on both the maintenance and the entertainsient 
dimensions. 

An entirely different configuration appeared among those over 65* 
Factor 1 was composed of schools, availability of employment , entertairanent 
facilities J dlubs and organisations, outdoor recreation, and^4©pportunity 
to participate in public affairs. Factor 2 was formed by medical care, . 
stores and businesses , and j to a lesser CKtentj entertainment facilities* 

raeTorr^r^piswaT^^^ 

to be the sase personal relations dimension found in the other three factor 
analyses* ' ^ ^ 

Discus 3 ion 

Results were consistent with the hypotheses. In small towns and rural 
- -«raa» rasident- evaluations ©fr eomainity .attribute _ 
expected maintenance, personal relations, and recreation dtaenstons. In 
both fage groups conceptually comparable three factor patterns emerged* In 
larger communities a cleavage emerged between older and younger residents. 
While the younger residents displayed the hypothesised three factor pattern , 
older residents visualized the attributes from a different perspective. We 
would hypothesize that the perceived functions found among the more elderly 
. reflect their degree of Integration Into the rarger coninunity. Factor 1 
seemed to represent services and facilities that may be important to the 
majority of the population but are less directly useful to elderly residents 
Rather, these attributes may be particularly pertinent to the world of the 
working age majority* Hence, it might be labeled a "normative maintenance" 
dimension, Lawton's (1977) review of numerous past studies suggest that 

these are the areas in which frequency of usage typically decreases among 
the elderly due to various biological, social, and economic deprivations, 
.Ihat attributes composing factor 1 may be less personally relevant to the 
eider ly does not necessarily taply that the aged view them as unimportantf 



Factor Loadings of the Two Age Groups in Urban Consnunitles: Study 1 ^ 











CoBtnunlty Size 




• 






Co^naunicy . 
Attrtbutts 


Factor 
1 


Factor 
2 


Under 65 
Fflctor 
3 


h 


X 

1 


Factor 
•1 


Factor 

2 


Over' 65 
Factor 
3 


h 


X 


Relatives 


.115 


-.136 


.765 


,617 


2.46 


.256 


-.056 


- .801 


,710 


2.83. 


Enterta inioent 


, 154 


.735 


.070 


m DQO 




.592 




* UDD 


• huj 


£ * QU 


Schools 


.714 


.210 


-.046 


.556 


3.58 


.550 


.178 


.134 


.353 


3.43 


Otganlzatlona 


.030 


.773 


.054^ 


.601 


2.42 


.571 


.310 


-.096 


.431 


2.53 




.784 


.194 


.004 


.652 


3.62 


.200 


.814 


.128 


.720 


3.57 K. 


Stores 


.378 


.305 


.302 


.327 


3,10 


.206 


.797 


.052 


.680 


3.13 


" Fritndr ^ 


^ V.038 


.160 


.785 


,644 


2.70 


-.014 


.222 


t813" 


.711 


T.95 " 


tarticlpat ion ^ 


.341 


.378 


.002 


.259 


2,98 


.670 


, .040 


.216 


.498 


2.96 


Outdoor Recreation 


.260 


.552 


-.061 


.376 


2.92 


.724 


.046 


.072 


.532 


2.80 


teplopient 


i .720 


.041 


.155 


.544 


3.53 


.748 


.148 


.059 


.584 


3.32 


Eigenvalue 


2.809 


1.276 


1,059 






3.342 


1,129 


1.060 






Total Variance 


28.1% 


12.8% 


10.6% 






33.4% 


12.2% 


10.6% 







or insigniftcaht * People can appreciate the Importance of an attribute to 
th^ cotai/ftity proper^ even thqugh it may provide littj,e dlrfect service to 
the Inyivlcfual personally. In fact,* clubs and organlzatloni item was loaded on 
factot I, But was Judged mora Important By those over ffS^tRan By those under^ * 
65 (g< •05). Factor 2 contained attributes especially necesaa^ to the 
survival of the often less phyatcally robust and mobile elderly, and so 
might be labeled a "personal mafntenance" dimension. Studies of 'frequency 
of service usage (cf, Lawton, 1977)^ suggest the importance of having these 
facllltlefiUreadlly. available to the olderly In their imned lata lotfale. 

In susraary. Study 4 supported the perceived com^iunity function hypotheses. 
In small towns and Vural areas-, residents may look to the local community to., 
provide three functions*- personal relations, malnteni^ce, and recreation* . 
Those- over and those under 65 are comparable in this regard. In T^arger com- 
munities, the genaifal populace si:lll looks to the coranunifcy envirpnmerit to 
provide these functl-^^. Riose over 65, however , ^differ wifch younger rest- 
dtnts in those CO Amni ties. The genarally lets &oquent contact of the ' ^ 
age4^.vith younger residents in the Informal soQlal natworki and formal or- 
gaali^ations in. the' larger comiunicles permtta them 'to v^w c<5nEnunity attributes 
in a different ykht. In these larger conmunltles it Is possible that tlie aged 
may dlfferentlaerbetween ''their facilities'* (factor 1) and "our facilities" 
(factor 2)s i*e,, between services and facilities important to th^ populace 
an a' w hnl n and' th OHe egpeelqlly essential to the'a ged themselves, . Inygeneral, 
the pattern of results In Targer coimunlcdes indicates that - tlye "specif ic 
ittrlbuter providing a^particular perceived function may vary wfththe slEe 
(type) of community and with the specific subpopulat ion in question, 

. ■ * J STUDY 2 

In overview, Study 2 warf initiated t6 answer four questions. First, 
-would the hypoth#s ized fourth perceived function^^e^g^^^ as m distinct di- ^ 
menslon when suitable....a£«lbutes wer4 'included in the analysis? Second, 
would the essential cora|arability of this two age groups in smaller com- 
munities be i^eplicatad whan a different group of respondents at a later 
point in timB were pnalyiedj Third, were, the results of, Study 1 a "fluke" . 
of the methodology used, -or would the basic perceived functions s till be . 
present when different type of racing scales and .different attributes were 
Included in the ^analysis? Finally, are the four functions similarly ^relitid 
to adequacy of the currant conoiunlty environment? 



It was predicted that a/tnalntenaftca dimension would Include facilities 
and services whose availability is critical to^tKe health and physical 
support of residents no matter what their age, 'Stores, shopping facilities,* 
locally available hospital services would be pertinent here, A personal 
relati0ns function would Include accessability of friends and other features 
permitting the person to form close personal rielationshlps with others, A 
recreation dimension woul^ be composGd of both outdoor recreation and indoor 



encertainaent faetllties, attributes 'proyldlng a wide range ©f opportunities 
fop. fun and rela^tlon. Finally, opportunities Co learn new ikllls and 
eh^ane^es for ' jelf Improvement are attjltu^ ei practicali ty def ining jh e hy ^ 



V 



pofcKaslsed peraonal devefopmenC function- In llgHt of the previous ly d^Ts- 
Qussed non-comparablll^y o^ personal ^development function! and recreation 
attrlbutei, it was expected that these a^ttrlbutes woyld -cluiter together 
in a dimension distinct frbm^tKat composed ^f recreatlqp facilities. 

Next} It was predicted that the ytfQnger and older reiidents would 
converge in their as'seasinen^i''of th^^ii^If 6i these community attributes^ 
'Hie relative high .intagratto^ of the eld$rly into the informal social ^et- "- 
works and formal organizatidris of ^thevrarger coDmuntty (Bultena,. 1969 j, 
Langford, 1962; Powers, et al'. , ScAooleFs 1970; Youmans, 1963) would ^ 

encourage the old to agree with tHe.'youn^ abgut the relevance of the attri- 
butes to the four functloM*- ' ' ' 

^ Further it has long been known (e, a* » Campbell and Flske, 1959) that ^ 

a study results may be at least iomewhat a reflection of the^ specific 
mathods and measures used in that study. Were the distinctions among the 
thtee functions obtained In Study 1 a spurious result of the spe§ific rating 
scala format and survey items used in that ^inves ttgatlon? To verify that these 
distlnotidns among the functions werf more than simply ah artifadtual blaS| 
S t u jy 2 attempted to replicate the results with ll-polnt bidirectional rdting y 
scalai rather than a 4-point unidirectional scale and' wtt^i dif ferent attribute 
dasfcrlptions , The final focus^af the studywai to extend the analysis of the 
contributions of Qonntiunlty a^ttributes to residents' well-belrig* That older and ^ 
youngar resldentr are con^arable in the functions they see comunity attributes to 
play does not necessarily imply that these 'attrfbutes ate equally relevant . ^ 
to whether older jand younger r#sidents feel the 16oai community Is currently 
maatlng their naads* Similarly, that residents visualise ah attribute^ as ^ 
making iubstantlal contrlbutlOT to. th^e adeqy^y of one's conmunlty environ- , 

- mh t d OB s not mean th a t ^h© s il^ €es a4u 1 oparat ion o £ tha a t t^ibu t a w 1 11 - ba = 
aaaociated with a more adequate conmiunlty environment. Among ot^ars , , * 
Campbell and Converse (1976) have documenced the frequent lack of corre- ^ 
spondence betwaenr individuals ' verbalizations of the Importance of an object/ ^ 
event Co their well-fctelng and itatistical estimates of the association betweehj 
the presence/condition o£^ those items and measures of their well-being. 

The four perceived functions shouldibe differentially relevant to raa- 
idents ' subjective well-being. By definition, maintenance attrliutes are* 
eaaential to the physlcai survival of residents. Hence, the adequacy of s . ^ 

the maintenance attributes should make unJiiue contrlbutlOT- to the degree 
the present coranunlty environment is meeting residents' ne6ds. Iti^was 
predicted, then, that the judged adequacy of maintenance attributes would 
contribute to residents* satisfaction With the present communltyi even when ■ 
the contributions of the other three functions are. considered; Naxtj the 
contribution of close personal ties ^to both the^viabllity of the residential 
coTOunlty qua conmunlty (Goudy, 1977; J^arren, 1970) and to the Individual's 
mental health and subjective well-being has been well documented (e,g*^ 
Bradburn and Caplovitz, 1965; Phillips, 1967). This is apparent among the 
elderly as ^ell as ih the general populace (Larson » 1978; Lawton and NahemoWj 
1973; Lowent^nal and Havens, 1968/. Although prOKimity to or contact with 
significant others Is not necessarily IndifcatiVe of a positive tenor of 




Chose intirpefsbnal relattonshtps (e*g. j Shanas and xownawid, 1968) the 
former do provide th6 basii for the emergenea of pos ictve , beneficial 

Nahtmow and Lawton, 1975) , It expected, then, that the judged ade 
of trie peraoaal relatloni attributes would be associated with greate 
Bs^nity satisfaction In both age gToups , On the other hand, in both ^ge 
groups the adequacy of^ the personal development* attributes should mafee a 
mlnljaai contt'ibutdon to tiie degree the cocnmunity is meetlmg the needs of . ^ 
resfdenta. A nei^d hierarchy perspective, iuch as that of Maalow (1962) or 
Mitchell , etjaU, ^1971) , migbt suggest that the. majority of the popula%e , ^ 

more' oriented toward satis f^c'tldh of lowar order phys iological ^and social 
needs than of a hlghair orSer self-actimllEation need Since OTly a minority ^ 
rtt individuals would be acutely concerned ^^tth ae,lf-realization , the^ importance ^ 
accorded *to a comnunlty'sp personal development attributes by most petsons^weuld 
be relatively lowt In the general p^ulace, thea^ the jUdged adequacy of per- 
sonal development atCributes shoul^ be mlntoally predictive of sattlsfaction ' . - 
with the present ccsmunity/ Furth^, tMt suitable" recreattonaracti^rltirt ;( 
cati enhance one's quality of life is well known* (e.g,, Meyers ohn, 1972). Yet, 
in comparison tp younger 4nd,^^^ua Is » the old may' underutiliEe entertainment 
^facilities (cf J Lawton, 1977) and less, appreciative ^of outdoor leisure 
acfivfties at "least those demand'lng physic^ e^certlon (e.g-, Christe'nson 
and Yoesting, 1973), ,It was hypotheilMd , then, that ehe judged 'adequicy of 
l^a^^r#cr#ati^i— attr-ihMtei--wwld--b^^ com mlt y satlBfa c tlQa * 

among younger than among^older.sindividuals * ^ . - 



Method 



RespendenCS 



Utilliy listings provided the sampling frane to reflect the heads of 
households 1^ two esSfinttalljr^rural^^^t 

^as there an| incorporated place of more than 3,000 persdifs* Separately for 
eAch county, a stratified proportional sample of 465 fcametf was selected to 
represent the first county, and. 958 thi| other. StratUf ication of each toynty 
was based on township boundaries, Thjire, were IS^townahipa 'in each countieSj 
ind the propqrtioAs drawn from each stratum to the tefxal county sample was 
based on the proportion of houae^plds in each townihfp to the total mmi^t 
of houttholds for each county,. Ali heads of houieholds with lifted *phone ^ 
numbert were contacted by phone*, as^ed for their cooperation, and mailed the 
questionnaire. Two reminders were also sent, approximately two weeks apart, 
to th*6s€ people Who had not previously responded ^ Those not contacted by 
phone were sent the questionnaire wlth^a more extensive cover letter asking 
their cooperation, ^e two additional mailings were also sent to those who 
Had not responded preMQi^fly- In aA* 283 reaponded in the first and 504 
the other county, yielding a total response rate of 60,9%'and 61*0%, respeqi 
tlvely. The two samples were combined in the analysis below, El&ination 
of individuals who did not provide the nisceisary data reduced the sraiple to 
752, 460 under and 292 over iSO years of age. 

Measures ^ ^ * , ^ ' \ 

' ' Oil ^ 

lespondents were Instructed! " 



very clos,e *by . 




* to itiv 

liidlvidyali ♦then- rated 
^'•Qon*t want locally 



ftAit any community mufft have in It, or 
ou CO be hap^ and content living 
t is 1'^ Co have the following in or 
etffiteurtfty"so^thar%o^ 



from 
(11). 



The ^attributes were: 



(11^ parks).;" c) 'liigh qufl'lty public hogpica 




t tributes on ll-polnt scale ranging 



don't care 
ear to frien 



locally" 




(%) I t^**muiC have 
L_b) .-teuch outdoor recreatlcn 
"l£xten€ ive Indoor ent^r- 

^ talripien^. (llke^ movies)^" ejsl'gbod stores and shopping faci lit lea r" £) Voppor^ 

tunlti<ts^ for self- Ihprovement (like hobby clubs, adultff education) .g) "chaacas 
^ to devefop close, .Warm relatlonsltfps with others, !l/h) "range of places far fun 
and relaxation," and I) "op|or^uitlties Ipcally to learn new sklllp artd develoj^ 
one's taleAtsJ' Nesct, respondents ''rated. tHeir satisfaction with^ of these 
act^l^utes^ "as th^ now exist in your aim com^nity.'^ Ratings were made on a 
7-polnt scale anchored ac 1 ("ve^ dlisatlsf^ed") an€ 7*^'Wry satisfied")* 
. Further /resp^sdents.coTOleted a sdale of lix closed, mixed response ''forttfat 
ItMS, wilch' del^rlbed e^tr" satls^factlon with tl^eir present comiunity in' 
general*— Pfhally, ln4ivi|uals reported their age and other socio-economic ' 
^ chay^eterlstids ' . * 



As in Study 1, ratings of attribute values were converted c© scdrfes of 
1 lit 'hlghpt scores indicating greater judged desirability.. Separately 
fojf each^ af the two age groups, ratings were factor analysed by principal • *^ 
cgoponenft-va^rlmax ro^tatlon^procedures (Harman, I960). To test the hypothes"lzed * 
p^ference .configurations a Hour factor solution was specified a priori (see* 
Table 3) .4- ' - 

^ /-The ^ou r p red 1 c ted difaens loris erne r ge3 » ^Fac tor T was compds edi 6 f lb c a 1* 
opportunities to llearn new skills and develop one's talents^ and opportunities 
fo^ self improv^ent (li&e hpbby clubs, adult education)* Range of places for 
fun and relaxacion, indoor entertalnmenC , and oucdoor recreation were loaded 
principally on factor 3* As hypothesized^ then, a cleavage appeared between 
'personal development and r^'creatlon attributes l^ the orientations of small 
eo^sinlty residents, Fa&tor 2^ represent^ing "proKlratt^ to friends and to 
relatives/ and factor 4^ composed of stores-shopping faollitles and public 
hospitals,, were the antlrcipated personal relations^ and malnt^anae dimensions. 



ler, the patterns of factor loadings in' the, two age samples were 
^atrikingly co^arable. Not only the overall configuration, but also the 
magnitude of the .attribute loadings and Che proportion of variance eKpfalned 
by a Jactor were highly consistent acrosa Samples* This gorrespondence 
aupports the hypothfsls that Ih small conmunltles older and y^hger groups 
visualize the roles played by the community attributes In %^slmilar manner. 



Were thft four fui«tlonal areas ai relevant to coisnunlty satisfaction 
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^ Fietor Lsidinp of Twtf^Ap Groups IniMll Cowltlftsi Study 2' 
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TOOng the ol4er ai among the younger Indivlduali? ^ answer this question ^ I 

<tems of the coramunity aatlsfaccion scale ^ere conMerted to standard (Z) , 
scores and sunropdv to fonn an overall conimunlcy satisfaction score for each 
respondent*^ The higher tha score the less was the degree of satiifactlon 
expressed ,T Next i a "function satisfaction" score was computed for each of 
the^four attribute funetiona. The satiafactlrt ratings of those attributes 
forming a factor in^Table 3 were averaged for eac*h reapfOndent, For example ^1 
oner's personal relations satisfaction score was tht mean of that rperson 's 
ratings of proximity to friends and chances to form close relatlonihtps on \ 
the 7-point attribute satisfaction scales. Eacrt rt^ondent, thenj received 
four function satis faction scores. Higher scpres indicated greater^atis- 
faction with the relevant attributes. , 

, Separately for* tha older and the younger amples» *the overall comuntty 
aatisfactlon scores formed the dependent variable and the four function 
aatls faction scores the Independent variables In an additive multiple linear 
regression analysis,^ The regressions were significant in both the older 
(F ■ ll,128,^< .00l\ df m 4/287) and the younger samples (F ^ 331273, £<,001, 
df ■ 4/455).^ Table 4 presents *the degree to which satisfaction with the 
attributes was associated with overall conAunity satisfaction within each age' 
group . Fe"r3o~n~al relations recreation ^ and maintenance made separate con* / 
tributlons to the community satisfaction of younger respondents. With oldec' 
persons^ however, connunity satisfaction was assoeiated with only the ma-in-' 
.tenanca and personal relations attributes. 

Results , then, were consistent with hypotheses. In both age groups 
satis faction with maintenance attributes was uniquely predictive o^jommuntty \ 
satisfaction* By definition, s^ch attributes are essential to reslclents phys- 

^i-^*! ^^lf«^* -Ihe adequacy^of tha personal ralations-s ^ ^ 

predictive of ^community satisfaction, cohslstent with the assumed Importarice 
af interpersonal affective ties to mental health and subjective quality of 
life. In neither group was the personal development arena uniquely predictive 
of comntmity satls-factlon. As Implied by current need hierarchy perspectives, 
comEaunlty attributes ^directly pertinent to self ^reall^atlbn would be less, 
relevant to residents in general than would attributes keyed to "lower order-* 
physiological and social needs. ^ 

The major difference between the two age groups waa in the role of 
recreational attributes. Satisfaction with recreational facilities waS pre- 
dictive of overall coOTiunlty satisfaction among those under 60, but not 
among those over 60 years of age. This result implies that when considering 
the quality of life offered by the, conmunity environment the recreational 
attributes are given higher priority by the' young than by the old. Such 
an interpretation is consistent with the literature suggesting that elderly 
individuals typically use Ipcal^ entertainment • facilities substantially less 
than other comunity facilities, and that the elderly may use outdoor rtcre- *• 
atlonal facilities, at least those raqulrlng extensive physical exertion, 
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lasi f^eq^anCly than do the younger* 

' ^ b r - . - , ' , . 

neceasarlly demonscrate that recreation opportunities in general were 
,more impor'tant to young, than to older Individuals, Although the results "* 
are not incompatible with such a conclusion,^ the data pertain strictly to 
^faallittes and iervices in thp comiunlty environment. Hence, the relatively 
low importance accorded recreation attributes by^ the older respondentg may 
re'flect the fact that poor, health, lack of transportation^ financial dif- 
ficultisi and similar constraints that often bedevil the elderly (cf* Larson, 
1978) may lead many to seek opportunities for relaxation and enjoyment from 
sources other than faailitles like parks and movie theaters specif ically^ 
developed for those purposes* 

Conclusions and Implications 

This pattern of results has several theoretical and practical Impli- 
cations. Moit generally, results support tK€ potential value of an ^"Indi- 
vidual level perQeived conmunlty function" approach ta^underatandlng the 
role of coninunlty attributes in resld^nt^' subjective werL-bein^*^ Support 
was found for the*elcii tence of four perceptual dimensions in the oriefftatloni 
TowardnarttibuTC3^oT~^he"^ra^^^ 

living in Small towns and rural areas* The dimensions did not appear to be, 
a quirk of the methodology, for at least three of the dimensions were repli- 
cated even when the respondent sample, point in time't specific comunity 
attributes, and scaling format were varied,^ Further, the dimensions wdre 
differentially related to conrounity satisfaction* ,lhe judged adequacy of 
attrlbutei composing the personal relations and the maintenance dlmenstons 
were each positively related to coimnuntty satisfaction* Discontent with 
recreation attributes was predictive of^^comunit^ satiafaction for residents 
under 60 but not for individuals over 60. As expect^j contentment with the 
current condition of personal development attributes ^s unrelated to com^ 
munlty satisfaction when residents' satisfaction with the other three function 
areas was controlled. 

Further, the present rasults suggest hoW the "specific attribute approach" 
to understanding subjective well-being could be extended. Thm perceived func* ' 
tion frmework would be hetfiristic in suggesting which community attributes 
could be relevant to community satisfaction/subjective quality of life, how 
many attributes are necessary to cnver the range^of possible determinents , 
and why specific attribulaa are relevant to subjective well-being, ^la 
grafting of the perceived function approach to the specific attribute paradigm ^ 
might enhaaee the explanatory power of the latter In accounting for comunity 
satisfaction/subjective well-bei^* It would not necessarily, howev.er* in- 
crease the ability of the latter perspective to identify perceived functloris 
of cosmunlty attributes. 

Results also have Implications for theories of aging* The empirical 
data and the theoretical perspective suggest that these perceived functions 
could serve as criteria against which the elderly (or*, for that tnatterj^ 
individuals In general) evaluate the adequacy of a given residential environ* 
ment. If the quality of life experienced by individuals is a resultant of 



^ iueh eooparAcive process (e.g« i Cmpballp Converse, aod Rodgers, 1976), 
thta these dlmeasioni may serve as^polnts af; departure In identl^lttg how 

yith the imlque ae&ds of thfe eldarly* * ^ 



. i^ Servieea^ program other attrlbuCes ©f that^pflrtlcular 

emvlroomeot should be evaluated not only in respect to how, effectively they 

playing the other roles too. Alrag theae Itoei; that an environment provides ^ 
miplm op^rtimlti^s for closa personal relatiOTihipi or for recre|Ltion does J 
not neciessarlly mean that personal development opportunities will be available, 
Zllustrirtlvely, both younger and older respondents In the present ^Investigation 
drew a distljictlp# between personal development and recreation attributes , as 
mil as dlfferentlat^g between these. airi personal relations opgctftunltles . 



finally^ the current approach* would. suggest a meth^ology for designing 
lociil^jiei^lces_and progrms fo tht^eldirlx of fp^^ 

that a particular service or facility is seen by the elderly as part of ^ 
functions A and B but Irrelevant to functions C and 0. Wilt cont^splated 
chasgeaL of^ fiinc* 

tions A a^ B? Could It * be m^ I fled to also provide for functions C and Df^. 
A more realistic situation might be oi^ie In i^lch a technically .superior 

servi ce Is ^In t AMiuced ^ but suffe rs u nderutllliatlon by Jhe_ targftt clientele ^ 

Identifying the aisoclatioM the elderly see be^een the service and comsuioifty 

th% bails for this fesls'tance or indicate hon utIllMtloti can be Isproved* Is . 
tile sewice seen as relevant to none of the functions? Is It seen as' relevant 
t o a fuAQtlon , but that f unction li o f loW- priority? U the service teeja b y 

7the target ell en tele tb^la^a^^I^ tfOlirerit tHK^W^^KctTohsTntTs^^^ 
the service providers? lliese questions could be addressed within a particular 
consiunlty by*analyElng hew a specific service (e.g., a given nutritional pro- 

7^r«-id^the^ aged)-^^ 
attributes composing eacS of the perceived functions. Multidimensional 
scaling or factor/cluster analyses of public preferencei, toward relevant 
coflBmnlty attributes as Identified In opinion surveys .of local residents may 
haTlitfuT In tki^^ 



services/facilities so as both to better meet the unique needs of the target 
clientele ai^ also to more effectively secure the *su^por,t of the,jeneral ®, 
^public. « V ^/ 
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• • FOOTNOTES • • 

Co^arable T€sulti speared lit stparate analysei of eomunltlas .of 
TOder' 2*3^ areae- of 2,500*10,000 p^ylatiori. HiQ€#\ aaalysas-wA^ 



to ^eing the kind of plaee yau would like it to bs?"^ Respoass alternatlvag. 
W€rai.^l^^^S^M^-? w'iloia^**' '^jfetty far/! aai "vtty fas^" Aoot&er Ura 
vasy '%ov wjould^you eoopara living In this o^^unlty ai it Is now with. living 
in Host othar placas In the coimtry?"* . Alternative reaponits warai "there 
is TOCh better^" "there Xb bittir," "about the aam^," *'bere Is better," 
•litre is ameh better , " ^ - ^ 



l./For this reason, the eigenvalue of .962 obtained iM tha under 65 
jj^^^^e waa ace^M it was slightly b^^ aeeept^ 

1.00 out off. ^ ^ ^ 



cale.,appeared^.tg_be_ManJ^fui*_At^^ 
study, an Indtpandent mall survey was aonducttd on a random sample' of 382 
individual-heads of-houaeholdi In the saai# 26 townshlpii In that survey, 

the six itCT seata displayed ^substantial re liab i lit y, Cronbach'a alpha of 

#77. Further, f^i^rrelated «66 (£ .01) with a separate four Item soale of 



attenuation due to unreliability In both soales, the .est iaa ted oorrelatlon 
increased to #749. ' 3[n the present survey , It again demonstrated substantial 
reliability , Cronbach's aljha ^ ,86^n the Entire iamp It. Fur ther , it again 
rcorMlartedTlgnlflMntly separate four ftea s^Mle ^f the desire for 
change In the present domunlty. The correlations ware ».459 (£ «01, df « 
458) smoeg the younger sample and .488 ,01, d^ ^ 290) among. the older 
respondents. 



^^Die appropriateness of the llnaarlty assut^tlon was supported by 
four blvarlate trend analyse'i (cf. Winer, 1971). Not a slg|le non* linear 
trend obtained signlfloance when possible linear assooiations were controlled* 

was required to test the hypotheses, this analysis was designed to 
assess the r^atlonshlp between attribute satisfaction and overall cgtminlty ^ 
^atlsfAction within given age groups. The format cannot , nor was It Intended 
"tO| Indloate the degree to lAlch the association of alttrtbute and overall 
cdmunlty satisfaction depended upon. years of age per se. jClearly, as assi^ed 
In the hypotheses, the magnitude of the assoclatldn found in. a given age group 
can depend upon Ihcomei healthy access to services and ^othar characteristics 
correlated with age, — * , 
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